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L 9Anited States Senate

® WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

December , 1985

Tne Honorable Edwin Meese III
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr., Attorney General:

We understand that the Department of Justice has received
information linking PLO leader Yasser Arafat to the brutal 1973
slaying of Ambassador Cleo .Noel and Charge d'Affaires G. Curtis
Moore in Khartoum, Sudan.

The material is reported to include various State Department’
cebles that may confirm Arafat's role in the murders. It 1s also
reported to include an assertion that the U.S. government has a
tape recording of an intercepted message 1n which Arafat
allegedly ordered the assassination of Ambassador Noel and Charge
d'Affalres Moore, who were taken hostage when Palestinian
terrorists seized the Saudil Arabilan Embassy in Khartoum in
March 2, 1973. ’

you know, press reports indicate that the elght

ts lnvolved 1in the incident identifie3d themselves as

of Eiacy Sertember, Trhey demznied the relezze fn-o-

0 { Sirhar. Sirnan, the Baader-Meinhof geng, and a group of
h members being held in Jordan.

Press reports indicate that when their demands were not met,
the terrorists selected the three Westerners among the hostages -
- U.S Ambassador Cleo Noel, Charge d'Affaires G. Curtis Moore,
and Belglan diplomat Guy Eid, end machine-gunned them after first
allowing them tc write farewell notes to their femilles and thren
beating ther. A day later, the terrorists surrendered to
Sudsanese authorities after a lengthy round of transoceanic
communiceations involving, among others, Arafat and the Vice
Fresident of Sudan.

Fresg repcrts indicas et Sudanese Frecsident Gzef
Mohammed Nimeiri went public &t once with evidence showdl that
the operetion had been run out of the Kriartoum office of Fatah.
One month after the slayings, the Washington Post reported that
according to Western intelligence Sources, Arafat was in the
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Black September radio command center 1in Beirut when *he -~
to execute three Western diplomats was sent out. Tre FPce
reported that Arafat's voice was monitored and recsrdecd.
Although according to the Post's sources, 1t was unclear *f
Arafat himself or his deputy gave the order to carry out the
executlions, Arafat reportedly was present in the opereticrs
center when the message was sent and personally corgratulasted the
guerlllas after the execution.

These allegaticns, if substantiated, lesve little doubt thet
a8 warrant for Arafat's arrest should be issuecd, and a crircinz:
indlctment filed against him. To allow other factors to enter

into this decision 1is to make a mockery of our laws and our
stated commitment to eradicate terrorism. As President Reagean
toid an American Bar Assoclation convention this July, "we will
seek to 1indict, apprehend, and prosecute™ terrorists.

We understand that this matter is presently under review at
the Justice Department. We urge the Justice Department t-
assign the highest priority to completing this review, ang
issue an indictment of Yasser Arafat if the evidence €0 warr
We would also ask that you keep us advised of the pProgress cof
your investigation.
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Sincerely,
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